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the most extreme measures. In the first case, the change in the
membership of the Cabinet is apt to facilitate the task of the Gov-
ernment, for it will eliminate the ground for violent attacks upon
the head of the Cabinet and the individual Ministers, against whom
much animosity has accumulated in late months. Thus all agree-
ments are likely to be reached more easily. Should the Government,
however, decide upon a policy of repression, its activity would needs
centre around the Ministries of the Interior, of Justice, and of War.
In that case I would be but a hindrance and no matter how I might
act I would be the object of malignant criticism.
I could respectfully present additional, and in my judgment, well-
grounded arguments in support of my petition to free me from my
duties as Chairman of the Council of Ministers previous to the
opening of the Duma, but it appears to me that the arguments
cited are sufficient to decide Your  Majesty graciously  ,x> grant
my demand,    I would have addressed you this petition earlier,
as soon as I noticed that my position as President of the Council
of Ministers became unstable, but I did not think I had the right
to do it, as long as the country's financial position was in so precarious
a state; I was aware of my obligation to make every effort to ward
off Russia's financial collapse and to prevent conditions under which
the Duma, taking advantage of the Government's financial straits,
might force it to make concessions answering the purpose of the indi-
vidual parties, and inimical to the interests of the State as a whole,
with which interests your Imperial Majesty is inseparably identified.
It is not for naught that all the revolutionary and anti-Governmental
parties hold me to blame chiefly because of my participation in the
negotiations for the loan.   At this moment the loan is concluded and
concluded successfully, so that your Imperial Majesty need no longer
be anxious about the means for the liquidation of the debts incurred
in connection with the war.   At the same time, the unrest has to a
certain extent died down.   Under these conditions, when your Im-
perial Majesty is in a position to turn your attention to the internal
organization of the Empire and to direct the activity of the Duma
into an appropriate channel, I believe I have the moral right to renew
my petition.   Therefore, I take the liberty of laying at the feet of
Your Imperial Majesty my most loyal solicitation for a discharge
from the office of President of the Council of Ministers.
On the evening of the same day (April I4th) I called
the Council of Ministers into session and read them my